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Cheryl Rechtsteiner, of Wakarusa, looks over her Fourth of July Christmas tree stored in a warehouse in Elkhart. BELOW: Cheryl displays some of the orna-
ments on one of her 23 trees.
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Some of us might feel trim-
ming one tree laborious but 
Cheryl Rechtsteiner of Wa-

karusa has lovingly decorated 
23 Christmas trees this year for 
her husband Bruce’s ministry — 
Fresh Paint Ministry. 

The trees are used to deco-
rate their carnival and supply 
giveaway events — what Bruce 
called evangelistic outreaches. 
Cheryl considers decorating the 

trees a labor of love.
“I really love to see the smiles 

on the kidss faces when they see 
the trees,” she said. “It’s all for 
the kids.”

Cheryl said she loves to get 
creative and decorating so many 
trees “brings out my creative-
ness.”

Each tree is unique and has 
a theme. There’s a Santa Claus 
tree, one decorated with grapes, 
a breast cancer tree in pink and 
white, and a fall tree bedecked 
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with scarecrows, Indian corn 
and orange and gold colors. 
The trees are not limited to the 
Christmas season: There’s a 
Valentine’s tree with red hearts 
and flowers, an Easter tree with 
plastic Easter eggs and a red, 
white and blue patriotic tree. 

She’s dubbed one tree the 
“family tree,” as the ornaments 
have the names of different fam-
ily members like aunt, uncle, 
mom, dad, etc.  Then there are 
several monochromatic trees 
featuring the colors gold, silver, 
blue, green, purple and red and 
the combination of black and 
red. 

Rechtsteiner started decorat-
ing the trees in March in the 
warehouse space in Elkhart that 
houses all the ministry’s many 
supplies — tents, trees, trailers 
and donations.  She estimates 
she’s used about 3,000-4,000 or-
naments and said it takes about a 
week to decorate one tree. Some 
of the decorations are donated 
and some were purchased at 
sales after Christmas.

FRESH PAINT MINISTRY
Cheryl and Bruce married 

in 2017 — a second marriage 
for both of them. Bruce started 
Fresh Paint Ministry 20 years 
ago and when asked about the 
name he related a story of a 
friend and a conversation they 
had about why he was “running 
away from God.” Later when the 
Internal Revenue Service said he 
needed to have a name for his 
outreach this friend said, “Fresh 
Paint — because you have been 
a fresh coat of paint for me.”

They travel all over the 
country to “where the need is 
the greatest,” holding about two 
events a month for children and 
adults. Now, because of COVID 
19, these events are held in a 
large tent instead of indoors, 
a condition imposed by their 
insurance company. 

They set up their events with 
26 smaller tents holding a car-
nival game each. Children earn 
coins at the carnival that they 
can cash in for prizes. Bruce said 
about 150 corporations donate a 
variety of items for them to give 
away and he said they, “touched 
over 100,000 people a year.”

He said there’s a backlog 
of about three years of people 
wanting them to come to their 
communities. They’ve been to 
about 56 Native American res-
ervations in the Southwest and 
Midwest and to Boston, Chicago 
and Harlan, Kentucky to name a 
few locations. Rechtsteiner said 
more than 1200 kids in Harlan 
are homeless.

He drives over 100,000 miles 
a year “And I don’t get paid a 
cent,” he said. “The good Lord 
has been good to us and we pass 

it on.”
He said it takes two days 

to set up their carnival and 
about 80 people to help. They 
decided to keep their Christmas 
Extravaganza theme year-round 
because the kids love seeing the 
trees so much. The trees are not 
for sale, however, a persistent 
woman once donated $2,000 for 
a gold one. 

They also support a woman’s 
home in Harlan, Kentucky 
where women who have court-
ordered rehabilitation reside as 
well as some women needing 
a safe place. They give away 
clothes, hygiene products and 
food. They were able to give 
away 1,000 donated American 
Girl dolls. Microsoft donates 
computers and software. They 
try to provide whatever is 
needed in the community and 
share God’s love and word with 
the people. 

“We’re not heroes — we just 
recognize a need and I’m not 
going to sit here with my eyes 
closed and do nothing,” Bruce 
said.

But when it comes to the 
Christmas trees, when they see 
all the pretty trees lit up and 
decorated bringing  joy to those 
who come to their events, espe-
cially the children — then that’s 
what it’s all about.

To learn more about Fresh 
Paint Ministry visit their 
website at www.freshpainton-
theroad.com Their biggest need 
right now is 3,000 square feet 
of warehouse space to house all 
their trailers, tents, trees and 
donations. They need to vacate 
their present warehouse space 
by the end of the year. 

Cheryl Rechtsteiner, of Wakarusa, displays some of the ornaments on one 
of her 23 trees.
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